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BEGINNERS

Portals, which were the topic
of last month’s article often are a
combination of a search engine and a
directory. We've already covered
search engines, so this month we will
concentrate on the directories.
“SearchEngine World” provides us
with a definition. “A directory isa
web site that focuses
on listing web sites by
individual topics. A
quasi table of con
tents. A search engine

lists pages, where a Directory (such as -

Looksmart or The Open Directory
Project lists websites).” *

Subject Directories contain
some of the best human-selected
collections of web pages. 2 Web
directories collect sites with a spider
or receive them as submissions from
site owners. Thendirectory editors
(real people) sort through the sites
evaluate them and put them in a
database arranged by topic.

Y ou should use directories
when you're looking for general
information or when you're not sure
where to begin, and use search
engines when you're looking for a
specific piece of information.

If you use a directory with a
search engine, or if you use an
engine that includes a directory, you
don't necessarily get the best of both
worlds because each can water down
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the strengt h of the other. 3

“The UC Berkeley - Teaching
Library Internet Workshops. Beyond
General World Wide WebSearching”
site at <http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/
TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Beyond
Web.html> lists three subject directo-
ries where | was able to find new and
interesting legal information:
Librarians Index to the Internet at
<http://www.lii.org>
Infomine at <http://infomine.ucr.
edu/Main.html>
Academic Info at <http://www.
academicinfo.net> where| found
LawlIDEA.com <http://Amww.
lawidea.com/> an extensive Legal
Links Directory with over 17,000
legal related resources.

For more information on these
and other directories read Joe Barker’s
article “Subject Directories: the Best
and MORE” at <http://www.lib.
berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/
Internet/SubjDirectories.html>.

Another very good directory is
Invisible-Web.net at: <http://mww.
invisible-web.net>. This directory
contains over 1,000 databases covering
a variety of topicsincluding public
records, legal and crimina informe-
tion, searching for people, and more.
Each entry includes a description of
the resource, a specific and home page
URL, and if available, related
resources.



http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Beyond Web.html
http://www.lii.org
http://infomine.ucr.edu/Main.html
http://www.academicinfo.net
http://www.lawidea.com
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/SubjDirectories.html
http://www.invisible-web.net
Stark Law Library
Chris Sherman's " Web Search 101" at: <http://websearch.about.com/library/weekly/aa011599.htm?once=true> 

"Search engines vs directories" and more!

Updated 30 Dec 2001

Stark Law Library
A good directory can be found at "Where to Do Research.com"
<http://www.wheretodoresearch.com/>

Updated 3 March 2002

Stark Law Library
" A directory is similar to the table of contents in a book – it does not give you specific information, but it will point you in the direction of 
potentially relevant resources.  A search engine, on the other hand, is 
more like the index, in that it catalogs the specific words or concepts 
mentioned in the book, and shows you exactly where they are.  Each is 
valuable in its own way."

From Internet Legal Research Weekly, Volume 3, Issue 8	March 3, 2002

<http://www.searchenginewatch.com/searchday/01/sd0514-sedir.html.>

Updated on 15 March 2002


Page 2

INTERMEDIATE WordPerfect and the Law

Like most of the rest of the - Dragon Naturally Speaking comes
world | have dealt more with Word than complete with headphone/
WordPerfect in my columns and | want microphone. “Dragon installs
to correct that in this issue. Word- itself on the WordPerfect toolbar,
Perfect is a good product with alot to and using it is as smple as click-
offer the solo or small firm lawyer. ing the Dragon icon. While | am

WordPerfect’'s Law Office 2000 still skeptical about using voice
is affordable ($191 - $259 to upgrade, with existing processors and
$316 - $499 standard, or $166 without technology (you need alot of
DragonSpesak), and includes: RAM and aREALLY fast

computer), Dragon is getting
Amicus Attorney 1V, Organizer close to being easy to use and
Edition. This “is the latest version effective.” ” Dragon Naturally-
of the best-selling law office Speaking is discussed in more
management solution, and is ideal detail in our Advanced section.
for the solo practitioner.” ®
HotDocs 5.1, the current version of Other features included are
the document assembly software, Pleading Expert Designer that
“this great document assembly simplifies the creation of legal
software usually costs $199 per pleadings, paragraph numbering, spell
copy when purchased alone. check using Black's Law Dictionary

Including it with the Law Office (included), insertionof special legal
Edition is an incredible bargain.” ¢ characters and section symbols.
WestCiteLink scans WordPerfect ~ Another new feature permits

documents and marks citationsas ~ documentsto be automatically
table of authorities's entries auto- published to EDGAR, Trellix, and

matically PDF formats. (The PDF format is
Deal Proof SE “determines whether ~ especially important because
referenced definitions exist, makes ~ €ectronic filing in State and Federal

] sure that terms are defined only Courts is standardizing on the PDF
WordPerfect isa once, makes certain that defined format. Now, without purchasing

good product with terms are actually used in the Adobe Acrobat, users will be able to

alot to offer the document, identifies non automatically convert WordPerfect

solo or small firm conforming phrases, and much c!ocuments to PDI_: format, and then

| more” file them electronically.) ®

awyer. NexLaw 9, accessed through Act fast if you are interested

Amicus Attorney, allows the in the “Law Office” edition because
seamless addition of the firm's WordPerfect® Office 2002 Trial
letterhead, accessto Addressbook ~ Version has dropped the legal suite
to print and fax documents, and and will not contain Deal Proof SE,

facilitates document management HotDocs 5.1, or Amicus Attorney IV
by grouping documents together so ~ Organizer Edition, WestCiteLink, or

that they can all be opened together. many other of the features that are
available on the 2000 edition. ’




Special points of interest:

- It takes TIME and
Patience to teach
your voice recogni-
tion software to rec-
ognize you!

- Dragon Natural-

Speaking is a leader
in the field.

- Other good
programs include
ViaVoice and Voice
Xpress

- Office XP contains
it's own voice
recognition
component
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ADVANCED Voice Recognition Software

A short articlein the Third
Quarter 2001 issue of “For The
Record: News for the Ohio Courts’
by the Honorable John W. Wise of
the 5th Court of Appeals entitled
“Voice Recognition Software” started
me thinking/researching the merits of
bringing it to your attention. It didn’'t
take long to realize what an asset
voice recognition software could be
IF you have a good computer, the
personality and the time it takes to
train a puppy.

Yes, | did say “train a
puppy”! All voice recognition soft-
ware programs require training to
recognize your style, pronunciation
and pacing. Theinitia training
session can last from a half hour to an
hour, and consists of reading a
selected article containing particular
combinations of sounds. But after
that you have to correct each dight
mistake it makes. For example, it
types the wrong word, or spellsit
wrong, if you don't take the minute
to correct each error, the program
will learn to repeatedly make that
error. Just like a puppy, you must tell
it “No"!

But once your computer
learns to recognize you voice, you
can really get some work done!

Dragon NaturallySpeaking is
aleader in the field, and the program
Judge Wise chose. With it you can
dictate opinions, memos, etc. at a rate
of 160 words per minute!! It has
many benefits.

It integrates with Microsoft
Office (without buying XP, which
has it’s own voice recognition

program), WordPerfect, and
Lotus Notes, and almost al
Windows-based applications.

It has a 250,000 word dictionary
with the ability to add your own
words from existing documents.
Y ou can buy an add-on “Legd
Solution” package that eliminates
having to train many legal terms,
phrases, and initials.

Voice Macros allow you to insert
boiler plate text right into your
document! 8

Y ou should read about its
recommended system requirements,
key benefits, and product features at:
<http://www.talktoyourcomputer.com/
dnsleg60.htm>.

“Using Dragon Naturally-
Speaking Successfully” at: <http://
www.tal ktoyourcomputer.com/
howdnsworks.htm> covers how the
technology works and contains
suggestions for optimizing its use,
building vocabulary and retraining the
program

Dragon aso has a demo site
a <http://www.iglou.com/vrsky/>,
but | was “timed-out” when | tried it.

Other major playersin the
field include:

ViaVoice Pro 8.0 (cnet’s Editors
Choice) for Windows or Mac
which also makes available a

legal vocabulary °

Lernout & Hauspi€e's Voice Xpress
Professional 4.0 at <http://www.
avt-1h.nl/vx-mobile-ga.htn>. Not
as good, but cheaper. 1°



http://www.talktoyourcomputer.com/dnsleg60.htm
http://www.talktoyourcomputer.com/howdnsworks.htm
http://www.iglou.com/vrsky/
http://www.avt-lh.nl/vx-mobile-qa.htm
Stark Law Library
A good article, "The Viability of Voice Recognition Software for Lawyers" in the Technology & the Law Supplement to Ohio Lawyers Weekly on May 13, 2002 which is available at the law library.

To close this window, click on the "-" in the upper left corner of the purple bar. If it is not there, click anywhere on the bar and it will appear.

Updated 16 May 2002

Stark Law Library
TWO SPEECH RECOGNITION PROGRAMS ARE BETTER THAN ONE

"Thanks to Custom Speech USA's SpeechMax, the days of having to choose between Dragon NaturallySpeaking and IBM ViaVoice have come to a close. Operating on the two-heads-are-better-than-one principle, a companion application called SpeechServers runs your dictation through both NaturallySpeaking and ViaVoice. SpeechMax then compares the two results, and enables you to correct the text far more rapidly than you could when using NaturallySpeaking or ViaVoice alone... To speed up the correction process, SpeechMax's "TurboTranscribe" technology highlights the likely errors, and enables you to playback specific portions of the original audio by simply selecting text... After correcting the text, you can send it and the accompanying audio back to SpeechServers for automated, repetitive training to further improve recognition accuracy. SpeechMax comes in four different versions (Basic, Advanced, Preferred, and Trainer). Prices start at $99 for the Basic version... To learn more, visit <http://www.customspeechusa.com>."

From: "TechnoLawyer NewsWire." (electronic newsletter). To subscribe <www.technolawyer.com>. 5 June 2002. (copy on file with author).

Updated on 21 June 2002


ADVANCED

And of course Office XP comes
complete with it's own voice recognition
software. Some good articles | found on

Office XP are:

“Spotlight Column: Have it Y our Way

with Office XP" at:<http://office.

microsoft.com/assi stance/2002/articles/

oSpotlightColumnJunOl.aspx>

“Using Speech Recognition: Learning
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Voice Recognition Software (Continued)

speakingsol utions.com/news/
XPArticle.ntm>
Windows XP has pretty hefty

system requirements (it won't run at al on
Windows 95) ! and you should definitely
check out all the system requirements
needed for Office XP at <http://office.
microsoft.com/assi stance/2002/articles/
oSpeechRequirements.aspx>.

What to Say in Office XP” at: <http://

office.microsoft.com/assi stance/2002/
articles’oWhatToSay ToY ourCompuiter.

aspx>.

“A First Look at Microsoft OfficeXP

Speech Recognition: A Big Step

Forward in the Battle against Carpal

Tunnel” at <http://www.

For an interesting look at the future
of the technology read “IBM Ramps Up
Speech Technology Products and
Research” by Ephraim Schwartz at <http://
iwsun4.infoworld.com/articles/hn/
xml/01/06/25/010625hni bmvoice.xml>.
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Sorry, "PC World" uses commas in their URL's.

To get to this article, you will have to go to the Idg.net website (the link will take you there) and enter "Find Everything Faster" in their search engine.

To close this window, click the "-" in the upper left corner of the purple bar. If it is not showing, click anywhere on the bar and it will appear.


